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A peace agreement was signed in November 2006 between the government
of Nepal and Maoist forces, ending a conflict that had been ongoing for 10 years
(BBC 21 Nov. 2006; IHT 2 Dec. 2006; LA Times 22 Nov. 2006). The Maoists are
reported to have engaged in kidnapping and extortion during the conflict, which
resulted in the deaths of as many as 13,000 people (ibid.).

Over the course of the conflict, the Maoists controlled "large swaths" of the
countryside (ibid.; New York Times 21 Nov. 2006; HRW 2005). In testimony
given before the United States (US) Senate Foreign Relations Committee in May
2006, the Research Director of Human Rights Watch (HRW) said that the Maoists
were engaged in "widespread...extortion of people living in areas under their
control" (HRW 18 May 2006). Likewise, Amnesty International (AI)
expressed "serious concerns" about "the large number of people forced to flee
from their homes due to threats, extortion, and violence by Maoist cadres" (Al 23
Mar. 2006). In September 2006, the United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Nepal expressed concerns related to
various human rights abuses perpetrated by Maoist forces, including abductions
and extortion (UN 25 Sept. 2006).

In spite of the peace agreement, extortion and abductions on the part of
Maoist forces continue (US 8 Dec. 2006). The US State Department issued a
travel warning stating that "numerous incidents" of kidnapping and extortion
have been reported in local media (ibid.). For example, EKantipur reports that
three students were kidnapped and tortured by Maoists in November 2006 (29
Nov. 2006). Moreover, Reuters Video News (RVN) reports that Maoists are still
extorting money from highway truck drivers, in defiance of the peace accord
(RVN 2 Dec. 2006). The trucker drivers allege that groups of Maoists demand
large sums of money and threaten to physically harm anyone who refuses to pay
(ibid.). However, although police authorities are aware that extortion was
previously a problem, they say no reports of extortion have been made to them
subsequent to the peace deal (ibid.).

Among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate, there was
limited information on kidnappings undertaken for the express purpose of
extorting ransoms. However, Inter Press Service (IPS) reports that a "splinter
Maoist faction," the Terai Jantantrik Liberation Front (TILF) kidnapped for ransom
several government officers in June 2006 (IPS 21 Aug. 2006).
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A range of observers, including government officials, diplomats and aid
workers reportedly say that the Maoists have continued to recruit villagers into
their army, regardless of the peace agreement (IHT 2 Dec. 2006). The larger
their forces, the greater presence Maoists will have in the national army - and
therefore the greater their political clout (ibid.). However, the Maoists deny they
are continuing to add to their forces (ibid.).

There were no reports of a government response to specific incidents of
extortion or to kidnappings for the purpose of ransom by the Maoists among the
sources consulted by the Research Directorate. However, government forces are
reported to have committed human rights violations during the conflict (BBC
News 21 Nov. 2006; HRW 1 Dec. 2006). For example, in 2004 HRW reported that
government forces engaged in extortion (Oct. 2004, 2). HRW likewise reported
that more than one thousand 'disappeared' Nepalis were detained either by the
Nepalese army or the Maoists (HRW 1 Dec. 2006). Moreover,

not a single case of enforced "disappearance" or extrajudicial execution has
been adequately investigated by civilian judicial authorities, much less brought
to court (ibid.).

The ability of the civilian police force to assist in re-establishing law and
order faces a number of challenges (ICG 15 Dec. 2006). The South Asia
Terrorism Portal (SATP) reports that only 110 of Nepal's 1,135 police stations
are "still operational" (SATP 2006). Moreover, the same source states that the "ill-
equipped and demoralized" police force focuses "overwhelmingly [on] guarding
their own bases rather than engaging in aggressive counter-terrorism operations"
(ibid).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

Internet sites, including: AsiaNews.it, Factiva, National Human Rights
Commission of Nepal, Human Rights Organization of Nepal, HimRights, Lifeline.

Oral sources: National Human Rights Commission and Himrights could not
provide information within the time constraints of this Response.
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